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Ways to Help Kids Transition Back to School 
Adapted from: U.S. Department of Education and familyshare.com 

 
1. Remember to Read 
Set aside time to read with your child.  

Check out your child’s school library 

or the local library for back-to-school 

themed books.  Online learning games 

can also be a fun and engaging way to 

promote reading schools that your 

child can use in all subject areas.   

 2. Be There to Ease 
Transitions 
The beginning of the school year can 

mean a new bus route, new schedule 

and new classmates. Attending school 

events like Open House, as well as 

maintaining routines at home assist in 

coping with the changes of a new 

school year.   

3. Support Homework 
Show your child that homework is a 

priority.  Determine ahead of time a 

place and time where your child will 

do their homework. Make sure all of 
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School will not be in Session Oct. 9th 

There will be no school for students on Monday, October 10, 2016. 
Please mark your calendars! 
 
Save the Date- K-6 STEM Night Nov. 14th at Annville Elementary- 6-8 
PM.  More details will follow closer to the date. 
 

ID Needed for Pickup 
 
Please remember that ID is required every time you pick your child 
up.  Thank you for your patience and understanding as staff checks 
this at the end of the day. 
 

 

  

the necessary supplies are on hand.  

Keeping an open line of communication 

between you and your child’s teacher can 

help with a homework issues that may 

arise.   

4. Pack Nutritious Lunches 
& Snacks  
Eating a healthy lunch can help your 

child to perform well in school.  Also 

encourage your child to exercise daily to 

promote a healthy lifestyle.   

5. Get Enough Sleep 
Ensuring that your child gets an adequate 

amount of sleep can increase your child’s 

alertness in school during the day, and 

decrease frustrations in the morning. 

 
For me tips, visit 

http://www2.ed.gov/free/features/back-to-

school.html and https://familyshare.com/19626/5-

ways-to-help-your-kids-transition-back-to-school 

 
 
 

 

  

 

 
Giant A+ 

Rewards 

Program 
 
Complete 
information 
about this 
program can 
be found at the 
end of the 
newsletter.  If 
you registered 
your card last 
year you don’t 
have to register 
it again. If you 
have any 
questions, 
please call the 
school office.  
There is no 
cost to you to 
join this 
program.  
Thank you for 
your support! 
 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/free/features/back-to-school.html
http://www2.ed.gov/free/features/back-to-school.html


 

GENERAL PARENT INFORMATION 

 

Food Allergies - Due to the increased numbers of students with severe food allergies and 

controlled diets, we are not able to accept food items from any outside source for classroom 

treats.  Thank you for your cooperation with this very important matter.   

 

Elementary Picture Day - Pictures will be taken at both elementary schools on 

Tuesday, October 17, 2017.  We hope this will help you to plan for picture day.  

Money is due the day the pictures are taken.  More information will be sent 

home before picture day.  Please check your student’s backpack for this 

important information. 

 

School Breakfast and Lunch Menus- Menus are available on the district website at 

www.acschools.org.  There is a link at the top right corner of the page.  Click on link, choose 

your school, and then either breakfast or lunch menu.  *This year, both Annville and Cleona 

Elementary Schools have the same breakfast and lunch menus.  If you want a hard copy, please 

stop in the school office or your child can pick one up at the cash registers.   

 

School Breakfast - Breakfast is available before school at Cleona and Annville Elementary for 

$1.20.  If your child is a walker, please plan for them to get to school in time to eat breakfast.   

Students that receive free or reduced lunch also receive free or reduced breakfast.  If you do 

not wish your child to be able to charge breakfast to their lunch account, please contact your 

child’s school office for the appropriate form to be signed and returned to school. 

 

Notes to Teachers and Secretaries - Please make sure that any notes you send with your child 

contain your child’s first and last name, the date and a phone number where you can be reached.  

This will help both the teacher and the building secretary to keep track of your child’s needs more 

easily. Please do not use email to indicate your child’s absence from school.  Teachers may 

not check their email until after school or there may be a substitute teacher in the classroom 

that does not have access to the email. 
 

Bus Information - Parents are reminded that students are only permitted to ride their assigned 

bus.  Students who are being picked up from school instead of riding their bus as normal must 

have a note from a parent.  We are asking that parents 

send a note in with their student in the morning.  When 

calls are made in the afternoon to request children are 

car riders, it is very difficult to get the information to the 

classroom teacher in a timely manner.  Please do not 

use email to communicate changes in your child’s 

transportation.  Teachers may not check their email 

until after school or there may be a substitute teacher 

in the classroom that does not have access to the email.  Please remember that you must bring 

your photo ID when picking students up.  Thank you for your help in this matter. 

 

Educational Trips - If you plan to take your child on an educational trip during the school year, 

please adhere to the established guidelines that appear in the Elementary Student 

Handbook.  Please complete the appropriate form at least five (5) days prior to the 

proposed absence.  Trips will be considered unexcused absences if the guidelines are not 

followed.  Parents are responsible for seeing that the child completes necessary work in a timely 

fashion. 

 

http://www.acschools.org/


School Gate Guardian System: The Annville Cleona School District is implementing a NEW 

visitor management system called School Gate Guardian System.  This is a visitor registration 

system that enhances school security by retrieving data from a visitor’s government-issued 

identification.  The management system is another layer of security to keep the students and staff 

in our buildings safe.  ALL visitors to the schools must sign in through this system in order to 

receive a sticker badge to enter the building.  Visitors must have and identification card.  If 

visitors do not have an identification card, there will not be admitted into the school.   

 

Assignment Books - We are very pleased with the cooperation that has been demonstrated 

among students, parents, and teachers with the assignment books being used in third, fourth, fifth, 

and sixth grades.  Please continue to support this organizational and communication tool by 

reviewing assignments with your child, checking to see that the assignment book is brought home 

each evening, and communicating with the teacher.  Please also utilize your Schoology log-in to 

monitor assignments as well.  

 

Attendance Policy - School attendance is vital to a successful school experience.  Every absence 

should be for a justifiable reason.  The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania School Laws defines the 

regulations for school attendance.  In administering the regulations, the following guidelines are 

used in our elementary schools: 

 A. Absences from school - Students who return to school after an absence will, 

immediately upon their return, be required to provide a written statement from the parent or 

guardian explaining the cause of absence.   

 

 B.  If an excuse is not submitted upon return to school, such absence will be classified as 

illegal until an excuse is forthcoming.  This excuse is to be submitted within a three-day period. 

 

 C.  A doctor's certificate may be required for absence due to illness, for three or more 

consecutive days, or for a shorter period if requested by the school based on excessive absences.  

Parents are urged to secure a doctor's excuse for any absence if such a visit has been made. 

 

 D.  EXCUSED ABSENCE includes the absence of a student for any one of the following 

reasons: illness, quarantine, and death in the immediate family, exceptionally urgent reasons 

(these do not include work at home or babysitting of younger siblings). 

 

 E.  ILLEGAL ABSENCE is the absence of a student for any reason other than those 

classified above, and the term "exceptionally urgent reasons" shall be strictly construed.  After 

three days of illegal absence by students under seventeen years of age, a legal notice is served to 

the parents.  Additional absences without a doctor's excuse will be considered illegal and the 

school district will institute proceedings against parents under 24 P.S. Section 13-1327a for 

violation of the Commonwealth's compulsory school attendance laws.  If found guilty, parents 

and their students will be responsible for payment of the fine, which can be in excess of $300.00 

per day.  Please see the student handbook for more information. 

 

 F. After 3 days of unexcused absence a letter and phone call will occur indicating that the 

the child is considered truant and that the 6th day of unexcused will be coded as illegal, the child 

will be considered habitually truant and the parent may receive a citation. A student attendance 

improvement plan (SAIP) meeting will be scheduled with the parent after 3 days of unexcused 

absence to assist with ensuring the student’s regular attendance at school.  
 

Excuse Slips - Parents are reminded that excuse slips for student absences have been provided for 

your convenience at the beginning of the school year.  Using this standardized excuse form helps 

with the necessary bookkeeping in the building offices.  If you need more, please contact the 



building office where your child attends school.  (Please be sure that any note sent to school 

includes your child's full name.) 

 

 

 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Fire Prevention Week - During Fire Prevention Week, the week of October 11th, special 

emphasis on fire safety and fire prevention will be presented to our students.  This is an excellent 

time of year to discuss fire safety and emergency plans at home.  Remember to check those 

smoke detectors!  Cleona Fire Department will visit Cleona Elementary on October 10/11/2017. 

Students will learn about fire safety and they will have first hand experience with the fire trucks.  

We would like to thank the members of the local fire companies for their concern and time given 

to promote fire safety in our schools.  

 

PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT 

 

PSSA Parent Information Flyers –These will go home on 10/6/17 via US Mail.   

  

What Did Your Child Do in School Today? 

A great way to start the conversation with your child about his/her day at school is to go through 

the backpack together.   Setting aside time each day to go through your child’s papers together 

demonstrates that you value what he/she is doing in school.  Help your child feel proud by 

making specific comments about something he or she has done.  Consider hanging up some of the 

work that is brought home.  Below are some suggestions from our guidance counselor concerning 

conversations about school.  Why not give some of these a try? 

 

Conversations about school 
When you think of parent involvement, do you picture moms and dads volunteering in the 

classrooms?  That’s one way to help-but research shows that supporting your child’s education at 

home is even more important.  Here are some questions that may help you gain a better 

understanding of their day & help you to stay involved. 

• “What’s the coolest thing that happened? What wasn’t so cool?” 

• “Pretend you’re the teacher.  How would you describe the day?” 

• “What made you laugh?” 

• “What was the most creative thing you did?” 

• “How were you kind or helpful today?  Was anyone kind or helpful to you?” 

Adapted from Home & School Connection, 2016, Resource for Educators 

 

Open House - The administration and faculty wish to thank everyone who attended the Open 

House in our elementary buildings.  It was wonderful to see everyone and to meet new families.  

Your interest, concern, and support are essential in providing your children with a complete and 

successful educational program.  

 

“Box Tops for Education” Program - We will again be participating in the “Box Tops for 

Education” program sponsored by General Mills.  Please continue to 

collect these “Box Tops” from cereal boxes and other General Mills 

products.  Send the box tops into your student’s school office.  Money 

raised through the “Box Tops” program helps fund student activities and 

programs at school! 



 

Adult Volunteer Program - The Adult Volunteer Program is ready for 

another successful year in each of the elementary schools.  The teachers and 

students appreciate each volunteer's willingness to share valuable time and 

talents to enhance our school program. Volunteers are required to get 

clearances, complete the mandated child abuse reporter training and a TB test 

before they work in our schools.  You will need to obtain the clearances if you 

are a regular volunteer.  Parents going on a field trip are required to get the 

clearances, too. If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact the 

school office.                                                      

                                                                                                    
 

(Cleona Elementary #20631 and Annville Elementary 
#20533) 

Dear Parents: 
 
Welcome back to the start of a new school year and to a new year of A+ School Rewards! 
 
Beginning October 7, 2016, (Cleona Elementary #20631) – (Annville Elementary #20533 ) has 
the opportunity to participate in and earn CASH from A+ School Rewards, a great fundraising 
program run through your local GIANT!   
 
PLEASE NOTE:   
You DO NOT need to re-register your card if your school selection(s) remains the same as last 
year. 
 
To participate: 

 Visit www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus and scroll down to the center of the page to 
select REGISTER YOUR CARD from the red box on the right marked FOR CUSTOMERS; 
or, 
 

 Call the A+ School Rewards Hotline at 1-877-275-2758 for assistance; or, 
 

 Email the A+ Hotline.  Please include the last name associated with your BONUSCARD®, 
your 11-digit BONUSCARD® number and our school name and school ID number* of our 
school (or the name, city and state in which the school is located) to: 
askaplus@cranecommunications.com.  
* If you are supporting more than one (1) school, please include the ID numbers for both schools, or the names, cities and 
states of your schools. 

To earn points: 

 Use your registered BONUSCARD® each time you shop at GIANT, and you will earn CASH 
for our school. You can track the number of points you are earning for our school by 
checking your grocery receipt. 

 At the end of each month, your points are calculated and converted to CASH rewards for 
our school. These CASH rewards are updated monthly on the GIANT A+ website 
beginning in November.  

http://www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus
mailto:askaplus@cranecommunications.com


 After the last day of the 2017 program, which is March 17, these same conversions are 
performed and the final school account total is posted.   

 Our school will receive one CASH awards check at the end of the program and can use 
this cash for any of our educational needs. 

 
Also, please encourage your family members and friends to support our school.  This could 
result in more CASH REWARDS! 
Thank you for supporting our school. 
 
For a virtual version of this newsletter, our district calendar, or the Elementary Student Handbook, 
go to www.acschools.org.  Click on About Us and you will find a link for the above items.  

http://www.acschools.org/

